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SPFD BRANCH
MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Removal Assessment at The Granitech Corporation

FROM: Michaé£;%£;Sanderson
Chief, RCRA Branch

TO: Robert Morby
Chief, SPFD Branch

The purpose of this memo is to request that a removal
assessment be performed at The Granitech Corporation located in
Fairfield, Iowa.

Attached are the documents we have concerning the site. On
July 8, 1992, Lynn Slugantz received a phone call from Mr. John
Waters with the United States Trustee's office in Des Moines,
Iowa. Mr. Waters passed on information that the corporation's
officers had resigned and the bankruptcy proceeding would be
dismissed shortly. The plant has shut down and reportedly there
are hazardous materials being stored in the building. Two of
these materials (see attached fax from Mr. Waters) are being
stored in refrigerators because of their potential to explode.
Mr. Waters was concerned that power to the building, and hence to
the refrigerator, would be shut off.

Lynn Slugantz of my staff has verbally passed information
regarding this site to Karen Flournoy of your staff. Also, on
July 13, 1992, Ms. Slugantz faxed information about this site to
Jeff Weatherford, ENSV, at his request.

Since the corporation is/was in bankruptcy proceedings and
is not currently operating and also due to the presence of
hazardous substances at the site and the inability of RCRA to
address the potential removal of the wastes in a timely manner, a
removal assessment is being requested. If the removal assessment
indicates that removal of the wastes is imperative, we ask that
Superfund handle that removal.

We do not have any additional information regarding
Granitech Corporation in our files at this time. If you have any
guestions concerning this matter, please contact Lynn at x7883.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

R00141431

RCRA RECORDS CENTER

Attachments
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® S Department g Justice

United States Trustee
District of Minnesota, lowa
North Dakota and South Dakota

Rederel Bidg., Room 317 S18/284-4582

20 Valnur 8.
Des Moines, 14 50309

FAX NUMBER 8-515=284~4986
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The Granitech Corporation

Tel, $18.472-6161

GRANITEZC H ottt owa 5351

FROM:

DATE:

RE:

1.

3.

Fax #18.472-6100

Jim Maaokay

Chris Banus
June 30, 1882
Housekesping/FY!

Hgzardous materiaie in plam

.

USP 245; Storsd in refrigorators near power panel, i refrigerators fall
and temperature raaches 108 F USP 245 will begin & seif accalerating
decomposition which couid cause & fire, We have g galions of USP 248
in refrigerators next to warm room.

Catalyst 510: Thie I8 & very hazardous {can explode) in the presence of
a peroxige: Elther usSP 245 or MEKP,

There are several 8UPEr Sacks of dirt contaminated with polyester resin
setting behind the pullding. They must be digposed of in accordance
with DNR/EPA reguiations and time frame (aimost 30 days laft). We had
beon using Service Alliance/Quad Clty Safety, P 0. Box 538 - 206 43rd
Street, Moline, IL 81285.0550 (Mike Smeaton - 1.800-383-6850) as our
OSHA/EPA vendor: Mr. Terry gutler |s the manager from Service Alilance
who has bsen wotking with The Granitech Caraoration in this and other
safety issues. We ows Service Allance about $4,600, They know we
are In Chapter 11 80 you will have 1o prapay for any gervices they rendet.
Material and Safety Data Sheets for all the chemicals in the
plant/manutacmrerfﬁ & D arogs are in the book case behind Dale
Starkey's desk.

The resin In drums from the manufacturer (s considered stable
indefinitely except In the prasence of fire.

Water

a
b.
C

Wetsr to the plant operations is shut off in the plant.

Watar to the sprinklars is on,

By July 6th you wiii have 1o pay a water blll or the City will turn all water
supply off in the street.

Gonera! Plant Shut Down

Qas/power to blp water heater s oft



8.

b. Power to eguipment all off
o Meater in warm room oft,
Plant Sscurity

a. All doore except the front oftice door have been secured {rom the ingide.
The front office door is seoured with 2 looks. The lower iock is operated
with the green key that has been used by all employees. There are
probably several floating around, The upper lock Is & dead bolt and is
aperated by a new yellow key, Accerding to L. Bolstere, former plant
englineer who installed the system, there s only one key 1o the lock which
| now have.

b, Enclosed are 2 groups of keys which open the fire proot sals and varlous
other file cabinets.

Formulation Sheets/R & D Sheets/Production Sheeats

Notebooks and shests containing proguctien & R & D formulations have been
gethered and placed in the fire proot sate. Enclosed are the back up disos of
proguction formulations that is kept off premises in case ot fire.

Communications

The answering machines ara eet up for 472-818¢ and our BOO# to say “We are
closed for the 4th of July hollday untll Monday July 8th".

Liability Insurance on bullding and gontents

Coversd by Holmes Murphy and s canceled for non-payment. it can be
reingtated for 84,200 in the naxt wesk. Contact Dan Tye at Hoimes Murphy In
Des Moines. The company will have to adopt the policy under Chapter 11.

Beoause it will probably be difficutt for you to arrange to look after the piant, lam
willing to come by the plant dally till Monday, July 8th to check on the hazardous
materials, collect the mail and take care of any ordinary administrative
1Mhlng:/notlcea that the mall may bring. | am not willing 10 do this beyond

onday,

Jorry and | are rasigning shortly. There will be nc one (n the bullding tomorrow. Jerry
is at home in Pennsylvania with pneumonia and | am going home o rest from the
extreme exhaustion untit Monday.

Other than 18 minutes & day 10 chaok on the buliding, I'm not available for anything but
rest until Monday or Tugsday.
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